
F R E E  R E S O U R C E

Why Every Blended Family
Needs an Estate Plan



G E T T I N G  O N  T H E  S A M E  P A G E

Recent statistics have shown that over forty percent of all
families are blended families, whether they realize it or not.
While the term may be relatively new, the concept of a blended
family is almost as old as the family themselves. A blended
family is simply a group where the parents are raising their
children from previous relationships together. It can be as
simple as one parent with a child from a previous relationship
remarrying and having more children. It can be as complicated
as, well, life itself is.

Blended families are just like all other families in that they
come with all kinds of their own unique joys and challenges.
Parenting blended families can be difficult - you’ve got children
of all different ages, interests, and backgrounds. Blended
families also necessitate a unique approach to any family legal
issues, since most of our legal system is built for the biological
father/mother/child blueprint and is more difficult for those
with any kind of differences.

Estate Planning is another process that is complicated but
essential for blended families. Estate Planning is the process of
working with an attorney to create a legally binding plan for
what will happen to all of your belongings and property (known
as your estate) and your remaining money (known as your
assets) when you pass away. Most people think of Estate
Planning in the context of writing a Will, but there is much
more to the picture than that.



W H Y  E S T A T E  P L A N N I N G

M A T T E R S

 Estate Planning is important because it puts the power back in
your hands. In New Jersey, when someone dies without
creating an Estate Plan, their estate enters into probate.
Probate is the process where the state someone lives in
determines what happens to their estate and assets after they
pass away. These decisions are made by a Judge in probate
court. Estate Planning is a way to allow yourself to make the
actual decision about how your family is protected - which we
think is a decision you would want to make for yourself.

Probate court is more than just impersonal. For your family,
who has recently lost their loved one, the process is
emotionally draining. It can take a long time, meaning it will be
months or even years after you pass away before they would
have access to anything of yours left behind. Furthermore,
probate court is expensive. While there is obviously a cost
attached to Estate Planning, it is far less than the cost of
probate court - and isn’t taken out of assets that you left
behind for your family.

Estate Planning is about more than just protecting your assets.
It is also about protecting your family. Estate Planning allows
you to select your preferred guardians who would raise your
minor-age children if anything unexpected were to happen to
you. This is another decision that is left up to the state without
formal Estate Planning. You can even make provisions for
yourself later in life. Just scribbling a Will out on a napkin
simply doesn’t cut it as legally binding. You need to work with
an attorney to create an Estate Plan that fits your needs,
dreams, and wishes.



B L E N D E D  F A M I L Y

C O N S I D E R A T I O N S

As you can see, the Estate Planning process is essential -
especially for blended families. For one, probate court does not
recognize inheritance as passing down outside of blood lineage
or legal adoption. If your spouse has a child from a former
relationship that you are raising with them, that child would be
excluded from your estate in probate court. For this reason
alone, it is essential to create an Estate Plan that covers
everyone in your actual family, not just those directly related
by blood.

The other major consideration is that the most simple Estate
Planning tools may not cut it. For instance, many people leave
everything to their spouse, assuming it will be passed along to
their children after the spouse has passed away as well. In a
blended family, it is all too easy for your children from a prior
relationship - who are not biologically related to your spouse -
to end up being excluded from their eventual estate when your
spouse dies. While not always intentional, this happens all too
frequently, especially if the spouse remarries later in life. For
this reason alone, we suggest that parents in blended families
make more complex Estate Plans suited to fit their actual life
situation.

To protect all members of a blended family, attorneys tend to
utilize Trusts. A Trust is a fund that you create and continually
contribute to while you are alive. When you pass away, the
Trust is given to someone (or a group of people, or even a
business or a charity) that you selected. A Trust is similar to a
savings fund, although it is not owned by you or by its intended
beneficiaries until after your death. Instead, it is managed by a
reliable third party, known as the trustee, who you select.



Trusts are financially advantageous over Wills because instead
of simply leaving behind your bank account balance at the time
of your death, they are carefully considered and funded over
decades. They are also safe from probate court, meaning your
loved ones can access it immediately and it will not be used to
cover probate fees. You can even set up one for your spouse
and one for your children so they will have their own
immediate funds. You can set up a Trust just for your children
from prior relationships to make sure they are adequately
protected. Estate Planning can be as specific as you want it to
be in order to properly protect your family.

H O W  T O  G E T  S T A R T E D

At Dublin Packard, we want to make your Estate Planning
process as painless as possible. We will prepare the path for
you, making it easy and seamless. If you are a member of a
blended family, you already know how important protecting
your family is. Estate Planning allows you to rest easier and
reduce anxiety, turning your focus away from possible futures
to the here and now. To protect your assets and protect your
family, contact Dublin Packard today. We frequently work
specifically with blended families and can help you make sure
your family is set for tomorrow, today.


